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An Ohio psychologist, concerned that coaches aren’t getting training in boundaries with their athletes, 
is pushing mandated psychosocial training for high school coaches in his state.

“So many coaches come from outside of the school system — as much as 60-75% — and in many 
cases the age of coaches is getting younger,” said Chris Stankovich of Columbus. “Yet they have in 
many cases, zero training to work with kids. As a result, there have been a spike in the number of 
inappropriate relationships.”

Stankovich is concerned that coaching certification programs are geared more toward first-aid than 
ethics and behavior.

“I don’t know of any states that require psychosocial training,” Stankovich said.

Stankovich and the staffs of Ohio state Sen. Steve Stivers (R-Columbus) and Ohio state Rep. Larry 
Flowers (R-Canal Winchester) are meeting with the Ohio High School Athletic Association (OHSAA) 
on Monday to discuss adding additional coach training.

“We’re hoping that no law is required to get this done,” said Shawn Busken, a legislative aide to Stiv-
ers. “There’s no draft of legislation, but we see that a lack of training is available.”

OHSAA Commissioner Daniel Ross said the state is in the process of requiring training for non-cer-
tified coaches, using the National Federation of State High School Association’s Fundamentals of 
Coaching Course, and it isn’t the best time to add additional requirements for coaches.

“We have to learn to crawl before we can walk,” Ross said. “This is a big first step.”

Still No. 1:

While there was movement in Rivals.com’s post-summer list of the top 150 basketball players in the 
high school class of 2009, Word of God (Raleigh, N.C.) 6-4 point guard John Wall remained No. 1, 
according to Rivals analyst Jerry Meyer.

Wall is in the Chris Paul, Deron Williams and Derrick Rose mold of game-changing point guards.
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“He’s the most unique player I’ve seen in the six years of scouting for Rivals,” Meyer said. “He has 
tremendous tools. He’s long, extremely fast and a deft ball-handler.”

Rounding out the top five are LeFlore (Mobile, Ala.) forward DeMarcus Cousins, Putnam City (Okla-
homa City) guard Xavier Henry, South Atlanta center Derrick Favors and Dominguez (Compton, 
Calif.) forward Jordan Hamilton.

“DeMarcus can wheel and deal from just about anywhere on the court,” Meyer said. “He can post up. 
He has a pure power game, and he can pull up and shoot the three. Derrick excels at blocking shots 
and cleaning up the glass. Derrick is a better defender.”

Big movers in the top 150:

   • Moreno Valley (Calif.) guard Michael Snaer to No. 11 from No. 47.

   • Massanutten Military Academy (Woodstock, Va.) forward Mouphtaou Yarou to No. 14 after not 
     being ranked in April.

   • Brewster Academy (Wolfeboro, N.H.) forward Thomas Robinson to No. 18 from No. 82.
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